
PLR SYSTEMS AROUND THE WORLD AT A GLANCE 
 
 

COUNTRY LEGAL 
STATUS  

SOURCE OF 
FUNDING 

METHOD OF 
CALCULATION 

CITIZENSHIP AND/OR 
LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT 

ELIGIBLE 
MATERIAL 

ELIGIBLE 
CONTRIBUTORS 

AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 
 

PLR Act (1985)  
Program since 
1974 

National 
Government 

Copies based Australian Citizens wherever 
they reside 
Non-citizens who are resident in 
Australia 

Books, providing they 
have an ISBN, be 
offered for sale and 
have no more than 5 
creators 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Publishers 

AUSTRIA 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Act 
1993 
Program since 
1977 

National 
Government 

Loans based ? ? Authors, Translators, 
Publishers 

BELGIUM 
 
 
 
 

  Loans based    

CANADA  
 
 
 
 

Program since 
1986 

Federal 
Government 

Copies based Canadian Citizens wherever 
they reside 
Permanent residents of Canada 

Books (except how-to 
books)providing they 
are printed and  have 
at least 48 pages 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Photographers, 
Editors, Compliers, 
Translators 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
 
 
 
 

Act of 
Parliament 
2006 

State Budget Loans based Czech Nationals, Foreign 
authors but books written in 
Czech 

Books Authors, illustrators, 
photographers, 
translators, Adaptors 

DENMARK  
 
 
 
 

PLR Act  National 
Government 

Copies based No nationality restriction but 
books must be written in Danish 
Language  

Books, Talking Books, 
Recorded Music & Art 
Work 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

ESTONIA 
 
 
 

Copyright Law National 
Government 

Loans based Citizens or permanent residents 
of Estonia 
Books must be first published in 
Estonia 

Books, Audio Visual,  Authors, Translators, 
Editors, Adaptors, 
Illustrators, Publishers 
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FAROE ISLANDS 
 
 
 
 

Act of Lending 
(1988) 

National 
Government 

Copies based Faroese citizenship or authors 
who write in the Faroese  

Books – must be for 
sale in book stores 

Authors, Translators, 
Illustrators 

FINLAND 
 
 
 
 

Act of Grants & 
Subsidies for 
Authors & 
translators 
(1963) 

National 
Government 

Government 
grants 

Authors/Translators who live or 
have permanently lived in 
Finland and must write in 
Finnish Swedish or Sami 

Books Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

FRANCE 
 
 
 
 

  Copies 
purchased  

   

GERMANY 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Law 
(1972) 

90% National 
Government  
10% Federal 
Government 

Loans based No Nationality or language 
restriction, but distribution only 
via foreign collecting societies  

Books, Talking Books, 
Audio Visual Material 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Editors, Translators, 
Publishers 

GREENLAND 
 
 
 
 

Included in 
National Libra ry 
Act, 1993 

National 
Government 

Copies based Publications must be in 
Greenlandic or translated into 
Greenlandic 

Books which are in 
Stock at the National 
Library and have more 
than 32 pages 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

ICELAND 
 
 
 
 

Author’s Fund 
Library Act 
(1988) 

National 
Government 

Loans based  Resident in Iceland and books 
written in Icelandic 

 Books – exceptions 
books with more than 
3 authors and Adult 
books with less than 
36 pages, Talking 
Books 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators, 
Composers 

IRELAND 
 
 
 
 

  Loans based    
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ISRAEL 
 
 
 
 

Program Since 
1986 

National 
Government 

Loans based Citizens of Israel who write in 
Hebrew or Arabic 

Books but non fiction 
books not included 

Authors + ? 

ITALY 
 
 
 
 

  Loans based    

LATVIA 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Law National 
Government 

Loans based No special requirements Books, Sheet Music & 
Phonogrammes 

Writers, translators, 
illustrators, compilers, 
Adaptors/Retellers & 
Composers 

LIECHTENSTEIN 
 
 
 
 

  Not yet known    

LITHUANIA 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Law 
(2002) 

National 
Government 

Loans based No restrictions 
 
 
 
 

All Books held in 
Public Libraries 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

LUXEMBOURG 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Act 
(2001) 

Libraries Loans based Residents of Luxembourg Books,Audio Visual, 
Music & Other 

Writers. Illustrators, 
photographers, 
translators, 
adaptors/retellers 

NETHERLANDS 
 
 
 
 

Copyright Law 
(1988)Program 
since 1971 

Libraries Loans based No restriction since part of 
copyright law 

Books, Talking Books, 
Audio Visual Material, 
Music, Magazines, 
Brochures, Works of 
Art, CDROMs 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Photographers, 
Editors/Compilers, 
Translators,  
Adaptors/Retellers, 
Publishers, Copyright 
Holders 
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NEW ZEALAND 
 
 
 
 

Included in the 
NZ Arts Council 
Act in 1991 
Program Since 
1973 

National 
Government 

Copies based Not eligible NZ Citizens residing 
more than 3 years outside NZ, or 
NZ residents more than 6 
months outside NZ 

Books – Must contain 
at least 48 pages of 
prose or 96 
illustrations 

Authors 

NORWAY 
 
 
 
 

PLR Act (1987) National 
Government 

Government 
grants 

Books only written in Norwegian 
or Sami 

Books  

SLOVAK 
REPUBLIC 
 
 
 

  Loans based    

SLOVENIA 
 
 
 
 

Public Library 
Law (1995) 

National 
Government 

Loans based Citizens of Slovenia for books 
published in Slovenia 

Books held in Public 
Libraries 

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

SPAIN 
 
 
 
 

  Still to be 
decided 

   

SWEDEN 
 
 
 
 

State Decree 
(1954) 

National 
Government 

Loans based Authors who write in Swedish or 
lives permanently in Sweden, 
translators  

All Books Including 
Reference  

Authors, Illustrators, 
Translators 

UNITED KINGDOM 
 
 
 
 

PLR Act 1979 
Program since 
1982 

National 
Government 

Loans based Residents of the EEA regardless 
of nationality  

Books Providing they 
have an ISBN and are 
Printed & Bound 

Authors. Illustrators, 
Editors/Compilers, 
Translators , 
Adaptors/Retellers 
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